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Use of Assistive Technology Plan/ Policy

2024 Introductory Statement.
This document outlines the framework for the integration and use of Assistive Technology (A.T) in St Coen’s National School, in alignment with the Department of Education Circular 0010/2013 and the Digital Framework Plan for Primary Schools. 
The terms and conditions and the attached agreement was compiled in line with this Circular in relation to essential Assistive Technology equipment for pupils with specific learning needs, either physical or communicative. 
Our goal is to ensure that all students have equitable access to educational resources, promoting inclusion and enhancing learning experiences for students with diverse needs.
Rationale
The purpose of the document is to ensure clear guidelines for St.Coen’s N.S use and/ or home use of specialist equipment which has been recommended by the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) as being essential for pupils who have been diagnosed as:
· having a serious disability;
· and/ or sensory or communicative disability to the extent that their ability to communicate through the medium of speech or writing is materially curtailed;
· where it is clear that existing equipment or technology in the school is insufficient to meet the individual child’s needs;
· Where without such equipment it will not be possible for such children to access the school curriculum. 
Purpose
The purpose of this policy is to:
1. Provide guidance on the effective use of Assistive Technology in the classroom.
2. Ensure compliance with relevant educational guidelines and legislation.
3. Promote a culture of inclusivity and support for all learners.
4. Outline responsibilities of staff, parents, and students regarding the use of Assistive Technology. 
Definition of Assistive Technology:
Assistive Technology refers to any device, software, or equipment that helps students with disabilities or special educational needs access the curriculum so they can participate fully in their education. This includes, but is not limited to:
· Speech-to-text software
· Text-to-speech software
· Communication devices
· Alternative input devices (e.g., adaptive keyboards, touch screens)
· Learning applications and software tailored for specific needs
Policy Guidelines
1. Assessment and Identification
· St Coen’s will identify students who may benefit from Assistive Technology based on Psycho Educational Assessment Reports and other assessment reports from outside professional agencies such as Occupational Therapists etc.
· Collaboration with Principal, I.C.T Postholder, Special Education Coordinator, parents, and relevant professionals will guide this process.
2. Provision of Assistive Technology
· St Coen’s will provide access to appropriate Assistive Technology tools based on individual needs such as shared classroom devices where possible and Apps such as Lexia and TTRS where licences are permitted and available to the school.
· Technology resources will be maintained and updated regularly to ensure effectiveness and reliability.
· Applications for A.T will be made by the Postholder responsible for I.C.T at St. Coen’s based on the professional recommendations made by outside agencies who advocate for this for an individual child through the N.C.S.E pathway. 
· Individual Assistive Technology applications are not always successful, even though they are recommended by Educational Psychologists or Occupational Therapists, based on the stringent criteria set by the N.C.S.E, and this will be communicated to families during the Application process. 
3. Training and Support
· Staff will receive ongoing professional development on the use of Assistive Technology, including best practices and instructional strategies with an emphasis on safe use and appropriate educational applications.
· Parents will be provided with resources and information on training( UrAbility Training Links) to support their child's use of Assistive Technology at home.
· C.P.D will be undertaken by Postholder and updated on a rolling basis. Information will be shared among all staff at Staff Meetings or with associated documentation added to the St Coen’s Staff shared Google Drive. 
4. Curriculum Integration
· Assistive technology will be integrated into the curriculum to support personalized learning goals. This will be linked to the Digital Learning Plan 2024-25 and used for specific Apps in Literacy and Numeracy and for use in core subjects as set as appropriate by the class teacher ie: SESE project work, Padlet, Google Forms, guided URLs etc.  
· Teachers will collaborate to adapt lesson plans and materials to include Assistive Technology, ensuring all students can engage meaningfully.
· C.P.D Materials will be shared with teachers on the shared St. Coen’s Google drive.
5. Monitoring and Evaluation
· St Coen’s will establish a process for monitoring the effectiveness of Assistive Technology in enhancing student learning. (A Rubric for learning will be maintained by the teacher)
· Regular evaluations will be conducted to assess the impact of Assistive Technology on student outcomes, with adjustments made as necessary.
6. Privacy and Data Security
· St Coen’s will ensure that all Assistive Technology complies with data protection regulations, safeguarding student information.
· Training on the responsible use of technology will be provided to staff and students.
Roles and Responsibilities
· School Administration: Ensure the implementation of the policy, allocate resources, and provide training.
· Teachers: Integrate assistive technology into lessons, monitor student progress, and communicate with parents.
· Special Education Staff: Conduct assessments, recommend appropriate technology, and support teachers in implementation.
· Parents: Engage with the school in the assessment process, support their child's use of A.T at home, and provide feedback.
Conclusion
The integration of Assistive Technology in primary schools is essential to create an inclusive learning environment where all students can thrive. This policy serves as a commitment to enhancing educational opportunities and outcomes for students with diverse learning needs, ensuring that each child has the support they require to succeed. St. Coen’s will be committed to this process to ensure we offer pupils accessible ways to engage with the core  curriculum in a meaningful way. 

Review
This policy will be reviewed annually to ensure its effectiveness and alignment with current educational practices and guidelines from the Department of Education.
Ratification and Communication  
This policy was ratified by the Board of Management on: _______________  
Signed: ______________________________________________________  (Chair)  
Signed: __________________________________________________ (Principal)
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