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	· Title
SESE: History School Plan for:

St. Coen’s N.S., Rathnew, Co. Wicklow



	· Introductory Statement and Rationale
(a) Introductory Statement
Our History school plan was drafted during Croke Park time on 11th September 2024 and again in groups on  during additional hours provided under the Public Service (Croke Park) Agreement.  The principal and teachers representing various class levels were involved in drafting this plan.
(b) Rationale
History is very important in our school.  We recognise that through exploring the past, often in similar ways to an historian, children can acquire knowledge and concepts while simultaneously developing important skills and attitudes appropriate to their individual stages of development.  We acknowledge that History in the primary school can make a unique and vital contribution to the harmonious development of the child in a truly child-centred education.
We decided to focus on the area of History for development;

· Because we need to draft a new plan in light of updated schemes and new curriculum
· To endeavour to ensure that the children in our school acquire a broad and balanced understanding of local, Irish and international history through the study of a range of peoples, events and periods, while at the same time developing and practising historical investigation skills concerned with time and chronology, cause and effect, change and continuity, the use of evidence, synthesis, communication and empathy

· To benefit teaching and learning in the area of History in our school

· To reflect on current History teaching practices and in so doing ensure that we continue to conform to the principles of learning outlined in the Primary School Curriculum

· To provide our teachers with teaching guidelines in the area of History
· To ensure consistency in the teaching of History throughout the school, especially as we have two classes at every class level

	· Vision and Aims
(a) Vision
· We seek to assist children in our school in developing an understanding of the past, and an interest in and curiosity about same
· We seek to encourage an interest and pride in their local community amongst the children in our school

· We seek to develop the children’s understanding of other cultures in a happy and safe environment

· We seek to equip the children in our school with some of the skills necessary to enjoy and benefit from learning in History at 2nd level
(b) Aims
We endorse the aims of the Primary School Curriculum for History:

· to develop an interest in and curiosity about the past

· to make the child aware of the lives of women, men and children in the past and how people and events have had an impact upon each other

· to develop an understanding of the concepts of change and continuity

· to provide for the acquisition of concepts and skills associated with sequence, time and chronology, appropriate to the developmental stages of the child

· to allow the child to encounter and use a range of historical evidence systematically and critically

· to provide opportunities for the child to communicate historical findings and interpretations in a variety of ways

· to foster sensitivity to the impact of conservation and change within local and wider environments

· to help the child recognise and examine the influences of the past on the attitudes and behaviour of people today

· to foster a willingness to explore personal attitudes and values and to promote an openness to the possibility of changing one’s own point of view

· to encourage the child to recognise how past and present actions, events and materials may become historically significant

· to enable the child to acquire a balanced appreciation of cultural and historical inheritances from local, national and global contexts.


	· Curriculum Planning 
1. Strands and Strand Units
Junior Infants
Strands:

Strand Units:

Myself and my family
Myself
My family or The family of a person known to me

Story
Stories
Senior Infants
Myself and my family
Myself
My family or The family of a person known to me

Myself
My family or The family of a person known to me

Story
Stories

Tutankhamen

Ancient Greece

Tír na nÓg

Salmon of Knowledge

1st Class

Myself and my family
Myself
My family or The family of a person known to me

When my grandparents were young

Games in the past

Feasts and festivals in the past

Change and continuity
Continuity and change in the local environment

Houses and Continuity

Transport

Toys from the past

Story
Stories

Lady and the Lamp

Leonardo da Vinci

Christopher Columbus

Fionn and the Dragon

Tom Crean

2nd Class

Myself and my family
Myself
My family or The family of a person known to me

When my grandparents were young

Games in the past

Feasts and festivals in the past

Change and continuity
Continuity and change in the local environment

Story
Stories

3rd Class

Local studies

Homes

My locality through the ages

Story
Stories from the lives of people in the past

Florence Nightingale

Poul la Cour

Isambard Kingdom Brunel

Myths and Legends:

Norse myths and legends

Irish myths and legends:

Salmon of Knowledge

Early people and ancient societies

Vikings 

Maori

Life, society, work and culture in the past

· Life in mediaeval towns and countryside in Ireland and Europe

· Life in the 18th century

Continuity and change over time

· Food and farming

· Caring for the sick

4th Class

Local studies

My school

My family

Story
Stories from the lives of people in the past
Sybil Connolly

Irish Myths and Legends

Tír na nÓg

Myths and Legends

Ancient Egyptians

Aztecs
Early people and ancient societies

Aztecs

Egyptians

Life, society, work and culture in the past

· Life in Norman Ireland

· Life in Ireland since the 1950s

Continuity and change over time

· Clothes

· Communications

5th Class
Local studies
Homes

Games and pastimes in the past

Story
Stories from the lives of people in the past

Nicholas Callan

Daniel O’Connell

Myths and Legends

Early Christian Ireland

Ancient Greek Anemoi
Irish Myths and Legends

Early people and ancient societies
Two from the following:

Early Christian Ireland

Benin peoples

Romans

Life, society, work and culture in the past
· Life in the 19th century

Eras of change and conflict
· The Renaissance

· The Great Famine

Politics, conflict and society
· Revolution and change in America, France and Ireland

· O’ Connell and Catholic Emancipation

Continuity and change over time
· Homes, housing and urban developments

· Energy and power

6th Class
Local studies
· Feasts and festivals in the past

· Buildings, sites, or ruins in my locality
Story
Stories from the lives of people in the past

Myths and Legends

The Firebird
Ancient Romans

Irish Myths and Legends

Early people and ancient societies
· Ancient Greece
· Native American Peoples

Life, society, work and culture in the past
· Life during WW2
Eras of change and conflict
· Changing roles of women in the 19th and 20th centuries

· Modern Ireland

Politics, conflict and society
· 1916 and the foundation of the state

· Northern Ireland

Continuity and change over time
· Nomadism
· Transport
Teachers in our school are aware of the spiral and overlapping nature of the History curriculum (i.e., the fact that some aspects of the past may be explored in increasing detail at a number of class levels). Teachers of 3rd to 6th class have collaborated and chosen the strand units and topics to be studied each year. They have also collaborated in choosing SESE/History textbooks to be used where applicable. See the attached History Yearly planning template.
When choosing the content for their History yearly plan all teachers will endeavour to ensure there is a balance between teaching history at a local, national and international level.


	2. Skills and Concepts Development

Through History work undertaken in the previously mentioned strands and strand units, children will be enabled to work as an historian and develop their skills in the following areas:

Infants (Refer to Curriculum Page 18):

· Time and chronology (e.g., sifting through compost to find pictures from a story, and then putting these pictures in order to show the beginning, middle, and end of the story, and using these pictures to tell the story to a partner)

· Using evidence (e.g., examining and discussing clothes worn as a baby, and items used as a baby)

· Communication (e.g., using art work to depict scenes and feelings from stories)

1st – 6th Classes (Refer to Curriculum Pages 26, 40 – 41, 60 – 61)
· Time and chronology (e.g., sequencing photographs of themselves or another person, placing events learned about at the correct position on a timeline on the IWB)
· Change and continuity (e.g., examining forms of communication from the past such as old fashioned telephones, type writers, and comparing them to today’s equivalent objects, examining old buildings in the local environment and comparing them to newer ones – making rubbings of the stonework, noting the number of chimneys etc)
· Cause and effect

· Using evidence (e.g., using photographs, written sources such as old newpapers, magazines, and books, diaries, memories of an older person, internet resources to find things out about the past)
· Synthesis and communication (e.g., piecing together evidence collected from previously mentioned sources to create a project on a topic being studied)
· Empathy (e.g., discussing, and finding evidence to show, how Anne Frank might have felt during WWII)


	3. Approaches and Methodologies
In the teaching of History each year teachers will be aware of, and select from, the following approaches and methodologies:

· Story (Refer to Teacher Guidelines Pages 65 – 71)

· Drama and role play (Refer to Teacher Guidelines Pages 109 – 113)

· Oral evidence (Refer to Teacher Guidelines Pages 77 – 80)

· Documentary evidence (Refer to Teacher Guidelines Pages 104 – 108)

· Using ICT (Refer to Teacher Guidelines Page 114)

· Personal and family history (Refer to Teacher Guidelines Pages 72 – 75)

· Using artefacts (Refer to Teacher Guidelines Pages 81 – 86) 

· Pictures and photographs (Refer to Teacher Guidelines Pages 87 – 98)

· Use of the environment (Refer to Teacher Guidelines Pages 99 – 103)


	4. Linkage and Integration 
Linkage: (Refer Teacher Guidelines Pages 46 – 55 and ‘Strands and Strand Units’ section of this School Plan):

· Teachers will endeavour to link strands and strand units in the History teaching and learning.  Thematic approaches may be used to facilitate this linkage.

Integration: (Refer to Curriculum Pages.4 – 5, 17, 25, 38, 58.  Refer also to Teacher Guidelines Pages 56 - 61)

· Teachers will integrate History with other subjects across the curriculum, particularly Geography, Science, and Literacy.  They will make references to this integration in their Yearly and Fortnightly planning

· Examples of integration possibilities:

· A place mentioned in History is located on a map and/or globe (integration with Geography)

· A historical figure such as Christopher Columbus is written about and that writing illustrated (integration with both English and Visual Arts)

· Children bring in photographs depicting themselves from birth to the present day and cut and paste to sequence these.  They also write captions under the photographs and talk to the class and/or a partner about their work.  (integration with Visual Arts, Mathematics, and English)

· Conventions such as still imaging and hot seating used to explore characters studied in History (integration with Drama)



	6. Assessment and Record Keeping 
· Refer to Curriculum Pages 76 – 78, and Teacher Guidelines Pages 30 – 32, and 115 – 119

· Teachers in our school will assess children’s progress in History using the following assessment tools:

· Teacher observation and questioning, e.g., can children answer questions at varying levels (e.g., What date did…?  Who invented the…?  Why do you think…?  How do you think…felt when…?)  on content studied in History lessons?

· Teacher-designed tasks and tests, e.g., multiple choice and cloze procedure activities on IWB, written class tests on content studied in History lesson, class table quizzes.

· Work samples, portfolios and projects, e.g., children cut and paste photos and pictures in sequencing activities, children complete projects individually and in pairs and groups – written projects and/or ICT projects using laptops for example
· Information gained from assessment will be shared with parents at Parent Teacher meetings and through end of year school reports.


	7. Children with Different Needs 
· Our school’s history programme aims to meet the needs of all children in the school, including those with emotional and behavioural difficulties, those with learning difficulties, those with physical difficulties, those with exceptional ability.

· Refer to Teacher Guidelines Page 43

· Refer to the NCCA Draft Guidelines for Teachers of Students with General Learning Disabilities
· Teachers will be aware of, and sensitive towards, differing family structures and situations, e.g., single parent families, children who have lost a parent through grief, children whose parents are divorced or separated, children cared for by other family members such as grandparents for example, when teaching History.

· Teachers will ensure the History curriculum is accessible to all children in their class through methods of differentiation such as the following:

· Using a mixture of whole-class teaching, focused group and paired work (e.g., following a whole class lesson different groups of children could be set tasks of varying complexity or children could be placed in mixed ability pairs and given a task to complete), and individual assistance (e.g., following whole class explanation of activity teacher provides additional individual or small group assistance as necessary)

· Using various forms of evidence, e.g., artefacts, pictorial and photographic, and written

· Varying the pace, content, and teaching methodologies, and using a range of questions

· Enabling children to communicate their learning and skills in different ways, e.g., free writing, writing with the help of a framework such as target questions, cloze procedure activities, drawing and other art work, role-play and other drama conventions, ICT, e.g., projects using PowerPoint 

· Teachers will encourage interest in History topics, e.g., if a child brings in an artefact or book relating to a topic of interest she will be afforded the opportunity to show this to the class and discuss it with her classmates



	8. Equality of Participation and Access
· Refer to Curriculum Page 4
· Our school is sensitive and welcoming of all cultures and backgrounds.  With this in mind teachers will ensure History lessons are accessible to all children in the class, e.g., members of the travelling community and international pupils.  Where applicable History lessons will be used as an opportunity to integrate the culture of all pupils in the class, and to encourage acceptance of, and appreciation for, different backgrounds and cultures worldwide.

· Children will be given an opportunity to study the ordinary lives of women, men and children in the History class.

· Children will be given an opportunity to study famous women, as well as famous men, in History.

· An emphasis will be placed on Literacy skills throughout History lessons so that all pupils may derive the greatest benefit possible from the History class.



	· Organisational Planning

9. Timetable
· Refer to Curriculum Introduction pages 67-70

· As per the curriculum 3 hours will be alloted for SESE in 1st-6th class, with 2 ¼ hours being allotted in the Infant classes.  Of this time, 1 hour per week will be devoted to History in 1st – 6th class, and 45 minutes will be allotted to History in the Infant classes

· Time may be blocked for History on occasions, e.g., when using a thematic approach, working on a project, visiting historical sites etc.


	10. Resources and ICT
· Refer to Teacher Guidelines Pages 122 – 129

· Wicklow Town Library

· School Library
· Photographs, e.g., photographs of the local area, school photographs of Communion and Confirmation classes in hall, ‘Back In Time’ photograph from the 1930s on school website
· Buildings and Artefacts, e.g., school roll books, main school building, box of History artefacts kept in store room, Wicklow lighthouse, Rathnew graveyard, Rathnew church, Tinakilly House, Wicklow Gaol
· SESE and History textbooks
· Relevant software
· Interactive Whiteboards, e.g., multiple choice and sequencing activities relating to History topic made using Smart Notebook
· Downloads eg Downloads pertaining to a History topic being studied downloaded from YouTube for use in History lesson
· Internet resources
· History environmental audit 


	11. Health and Safety
· Refer to school’s ‘Health and Safety’ policy

· Parents/Guardians are required to sign a consent form prior to class and school outings, e.g., field trips and History trails


	12. Individual Teachers’ Planning and Reporting
· Teachers will draw up a History Yearly Plan for their class

· Teachers will make provision for History in their fornightly plans, and Cuntas Míosúils, indicating strands, stran units, and topics covered monthly



	13. Staff Development
· Teachers have access to reference books and resource materials which are located in the storeroom.
· Teachers have access to the internet and so have access to websites relevant to teaching and learning in History

· Teachers are encouraged to share classroom ideas and expertise and knowledge and expertise acquired at courses in teaching History for example, with colleagues.  E.g., teachers are encouraged to share History lessons that have worked particularly well for them with their colleagues during additional hours provided under the Public Service (Croke Park) Agreement 


	14. Parental Involvement
· Refer to Teacher Guidelines Page 78; Exemplar 10 – Interviewing an older person

· Children will be encouraged to speak to and interview parents/guardians, and older people such as grandparents about local history and the past where relevant

· Parents will on occasions be explicitly included in their child’s learning in History, e.g., notes home to inform parents/guardians of topics being studied and to encourage discussion at home, e.g., a note home to request children to bring in a photograph of the day they were born and to discuss this special day at home before bringing photograph to school


	15. Community Links
· Where relevant our school and teachers will liaise with local people with relevant historical knowledge and may invite people in to speak with the children and/or be interviewed by them in order to enhance their knowledge and support their learning in historical topics being studied


	16. Places of historic interest
There are a number of places of historical interest the children could visit local to the Rathnew, Wicklow Town, Co. Wicklow, and Dublin area for example.  E.g., 

· Rathnew Church

· Rathnew Graveyard

· Tinakilly House
· St. Joseph’s G.N.S.
· The pigeon club (earliest school building in Rathnew, Cruchie factory)

· Rosanna House

· Hunters Hotel (Marconi Stop)

· Wicklow Gaol

· Wicklow Lighthouse

· Abbey Grounds Wicklow

· Black Castle

· St. Coen (Drumkay =The holy ridge of Coen/ Kevin)

· Bel Air House =(Ashford)

· Michael Dwyer’s Cottage 

· Avondale House (Charles Stuart Parnell)

· Glendalough

· National Museum of Ireland in Dublin

· The Book Of Kells in Trinity College, Dublin



	· Success Criteria
The success of this History School Plan will be measured based on the following criteria:

· Is teachers’ preparation based on this plan?
· Are the procedures outlined in this plan consistently followed?

· Is there a balance between teaching History at a local, national, and international level?
· Is the spiral, broad, and developmental nature of the History curriculum supported, e.g., do teachers of 3rd – 6th classes, and Junior Classes where a change in class teacher is occurring, meet at the end of each school year to review strand units covered and collaborate on choosing strand units and textbooks for the following school year?

· Teacher and Parent feedback

· Children’s feedback

· Inspectors’ suggestions and reports

· Has the plan promoted the key considerations when implementing the history curriculum?
· That history is defined as an attempt to reconstruct and interpret the past rather than the past itself
· That there is a balance between the process (how the child learns) and content (what the child learns)
· That the child must acquire skills and concepts to work effectively as a young historian
· That the curriculum is spiral and developmental in its structure
· That the child engages in studies ranging from personal to local, national and international history
· That history is integrated across the curriculum, particularly with Literacy, from Infants to Sixth Class. 


	· Implementation
(a) Roles and Responsibilities
Class teachers are responsible for the planning and implementation of the History programme in their own classes

Ms. Cahill will co-ordinate the progress of the plan, encourage and accept feedback on its implementation and report to staff on findings

This plan will be monitored and evaluated by the Principal and teachers annually, e.g., at a staff meeting.

(b) Timeframe
This plan will be implemented from the beginning of the school year 2017-2018.


	· Review

(a) Roles and Responsibilities
The teachers will be involved in the review of this plan.  Ms. Cahill will take responsibility for co-ordinating this review.

(b) Timeframe
This plan will be reviewed every two years, with an initial review in May 2020. 



	· Ratification and Communication
· This plan was communicated to the BOM during a board meeting in October 2017 and to the teachers during additional hours provided under the Public Service (Croke Park) Agreement in school year 2017-2018 and online.
· This plan was  ratified by the BOM on 



	Year


	Local Studies (2)
	Early People and Ancient Societies (2)
	Life, Society, Work and Culture in the Past (2)/(1)
	Eras of Change and conflict (2)
	Politics, Conflict and Society (2)
	Continuity and Change over Time (2)

	Third Class
	Local/ School Buildings
	Maori

	Life in 19th Century- Emigrant ships
	NA
	NA
	Food and Farming (Milk)

	
	My Family
	Vikings
	Life in World War 2

	NA
	NA
	Transport

	Fourth Class
	My Family Tree
	The Normans
	Life in 1950s

	NA
	NA
	Shops

	
	Feasts and Festivals
	Sioux
	Life in Norman Ireland

	NA
	NA
	Homes and Houses


History Yearly 3rd – 6th class
	Year


	Local Studies (2)
	Early People and Ancient Societies (2)
	Life, Society, Work and Culture in the Past (2)/(1)
	Eras of Change and conflict (2)
	Politics, Conflict and Society (2)
	Continuity and Change over Time (2)

	Fifth Class
	Glendalough
	Romans 


	Life in the 1060s
	World War 1
	Northern Ireland
	Caring for the Sick

	
	Games and Pastimes
	Aztecs
	
	The Renaissance
	Revolutions and change in America France and Ireland
	Workshops and Factories 

(Industrial Revolution)

	Sixth Class
	Wicklow Gaol 
	Celts
	Life in World War 2
	Famine
	Catholic Emancipation (Daniel O’Connell) 
	Clothes

	
	Feasts and Festivals
	Aborigines 
	
	Changing Roles of Women in the 19th and 20th Centuries 
	Plantations in 16th 17th Century Ireland 
	Literature, Art and Culture (Gaelic Revival)


Jnr Inf -2nd Class
	Year


	Strand

Myself and my family
	Strand Unit Games in the past
	Strand Unit Feasts and Festivals


	Strand Story
	Change and Continuity in the local Environ 
	Communication
	Using Evidence 

	J. Inf
	Personal Stages in Life of Child
	N/A

	
	Peepo 

Owl Babies 

Old Bear
	 N/A
	Retell, art
	Photos of Myself Clothes



	
	
	
	
	The Toymaker

Once there were giants 

St. Patrick
	
	
	

	S. Inf
	Family History
	 N/A
	
	St. Brigid

Grandama’s Bill

My Great Granda

Alfie’s Stories

Mrs Lather’s Laundry

Grandparents invited to tell story of when growing up
	 N/A
	Retell, drama, art
	Family Photos Clothes Buildings


	Year


	Strand

Myself and my family
	Strand Unit Games in the past
	Strand Unit Feasts and Festivals


	Strand Story
	Change and Continuity in the local Environ 
	Communication
	Using Evidence 

	1st Class
	Myself My Family
	
	Diwali 

Christmas

St. Patrick

Easter
	
	Shops 

	
	Photos

	2nd Class
	When my grandparents were young 

(toys and Pastimes)
	Games in the Past
	Halloween

Christmas

St. Patrick’s

Chinese New Year
	
	Games Toys New School / Old School
	Questioning
	Artefacts 

Oral History
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